
W 
hen you decide to own a classic car 

you better do your homework!  If you 

have decided to keep your car as it 

came from the factory this is not a 

problem. Getting parts from Bird Nest or T-bird 

Sanctuary were as easy as getting in the car and 

driving 30 minutes.  All I had to do was to look 

through the used parts to find the best one or ask 

Matt or Bob to pull out one of the many parts that 

are being reproduced.  Seldom would these parts 

and pieces not fit as they should have. 

With this 1968 Four Door Thunderbird though, I am 

venturing into the world of  

    M O D I F I C A T I O N ! 
And what a world this place is! 

For example, let’s take a look at the gauges and 

instruments.  The ’68 Thunderbird’s instrument pan-

el consisted of five circular gauges that are 3 3/4 

inch diameter each.  I would like to swap them out 

for something cleaner and more modern looking.   

There are a dozen or so companies that offer after-

market gauges in differing styles, colors, lighting, 

digital or analog, even LCD screens.  It seems with 

this cornucopia of engine instrumentation I could 

find something that I liked, right? 

Wrong. 

Unfortunately, the only 3 3/4 inch gauges that I 

have found are tachometers.  Nothing for speedom-

eter or oil pressure or electrical charging.  The clos-

est gauges I can find are 3 3/8.  So this would entail 

modifying the panel with some sort of additional 

bezel.  And that would be for gauges I don’t even 

like! 

Other components can be similarly frustrating.   

The ’68 followed in the footsteps of the later Flair-

bird models with disc brakes up front and drums in 

the rear.  Kits are available from various companies 

to convert drum brakes to disc.  But when I look at 

the Thunderbird options, only ones for the ‘55-’57 

pop up.  I guess I could try to modify a kit for a simi-

lar sized car but I don’t think my skills are up for that 

kind of work. May turn out to be pretty dicey.   

To make this car a more reliable daily driver, I am 

also ditching the carb and going EFI on the 429.  To 

run this set up requires a high pressure fuel pump.  

Again, several companies make these and are 

easy to obtain.  The pump I got would fit tanks up 

to eleven inches deep which is probably the major-

ity of cars around.  Not my T-bird!  Mine is sixteen 

inches deep and requires the extension kit (sold 

separately of course). 

At least that extension kit was available.  It seems 

that other companies aren’t even going to try for 

some reason.  When I went on a site for a new 

wiring harness they listed all sorts of ones for the 

Camaro, Chevelle and Mustang including generic 

ones for different makes and years and even 

trucks. So it looked as if the generic Ford harness 

will work until I read the note at the bottom of the 

page 

 

THIS HARNESS WILL NOT WORK ON THUNDERBIRDS  

 

Yep, shoulda guessed that was coming! 

Now, I don’t want to discourage you about making 

modifications to a Thunderbird. Most customer 

service folks from the reputable aftermarket suppli-

ers  know their products and will work with you to 

get them to work for your car. My plan is still mov-

ing forward with this car.  I now realize why I don’t 

see too many modified Thunderbirds floating 

around.  “Bolts right on!” may help sell a product to 

the popular cars but not to our Birds.  “Unique In 

All The World” takes on different connotations 

when you are modifying a Thunderbird!    
Tom       

Wishing you all a Happy Holiday season!         

Bolt-on My Foot 
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 The January 

club meeting is 

when we make 

up a schedule 

of events the 

club will be 
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for that year.  

Bring your 
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the meeting.   
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T-bird Christmas Presents Past 
Even though the Ford Thunderbird is not part of the 

present automotive culture, there was a time when it 

was front and center in the publics view.  Desired by 

adult drivers, it is not surprising that it would be desir-

able to the children of those adults also.  

So how many of these Thunderbird based toys did 

you have? 

  

Toy manufacturer 

Cragstan was 

known for its  

multi-operation 

toys.  This Bullet-

bird was driven 

by the wired con-

troller and, with 

the flip of a 

switch and a push of a button, the top would retract.  

Pretty similar to the real model!  Todays pricing will be 

around $200. 

Not to be out-

done, Bandai 

created this 

nice 1965 T-

bird that 

drove, flipped 

its top and 

opened the 

driver door all 

by itself.  Alt-

hough the retracted top is not totally correct, this mod-

el will set you back around $270. 

The Powercar company produced electric and gas 

powered versions of the Thunderbird from 1955 to 

1967.  Originally priced from around $450 you’d be 

lucky to find a good one for under $4000.   

There weren’t too many boys I knew that didn’t have 

a slot car racing track.  What I don’t remember is 

how many had a Thunderbird slot car!  Model Mo-

toring put the Bulletbird right up front on the cover of 

their racing set.  Some other slot cars that may have 

fit were the Squarebird models shown below.  De-

pending on the condition of the pieces, expect to 

pay around $150 to $300. 

Toys lose their appeal after a certain age but the 

automotive interests doesn’t fade.  It just moves in 

another direction.  Kids in their teens would start to 

build the plethora of models that companies like 

Revel and Monogram produced.  This 1971 Thun-

derbird from AMT pretty much sums up the times.  

Could you imagine pulling into a car show lot with a 

car painted like this?!  An unfinished model in the 

box may cost you around $75 dollars. 

I hope whatever you find under your tree this year 

will be as special as the those presents from your 

past.  
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ShowCase 

ShowCase is an ultra-premium vehicle storage shelter, and the 

next evolution of CarCapsule technology. The luxury ShowCase 

seals your treasured vehicle away from dings, dust, dirt, corro-

sion, mildew, musty odors, and pests, while presenting it in a 

show quality display. Described as a “Touchless Car Cover”, 

ShowCase provides ultimate protection, yet never touches the 

vehicle. ShowCase is supported by patented heavy duty and 

resilient inflatable air columns, and features a front panel which 

zips open and away, allowing the vehicle to simply be driven in or 

out.  

carcapsule.com/showcase 

Magic Creeper 

The Magic Creeper has zero ground clearance and with no 

wheels will not damage shop floor finishes.  It will work just as 

well on rough or uneven surfaces. The patented multi-layer con-

struction is high-strength, waterproof, and puncture resistant. The 

Magic Creeper weighs in at only 3 pounds so it’s easy to store, 

convenient to use and maintenance free. Take it with you wher-

ever you go!  

This product is made right here in Clackamas, OR and there 

have been advertised deals of 15% one creeper on their website 

while other sites advertise buy two get a third free.  

magiccreeper.com/ 

Jewelry 

You would think that a website called “V8 Rings” would have a 

bunch of piston rings on it.  Surprise!  What you will find there are 

custom made finger rings of miniature V8 engines.  You’ll only 

find the 289/302 engines there now but, who knows, maybe an 

FE 390 may make the lineup soon.   

Or, the next time you are out of the coveralls and in the dress 

shirt how about these speedometer cufflinks.   

v8rings.com/ , speedometercufflinks.com 

Hose Slide 

Ever washed a car and had the hose get trapped under the tire? 

Every time, right?  Now you can prevent that from happening by 

placing these hose sliders at each wheel.  Hoses easily wrap 

around the tire and never get trapped!  Works just as well with 

electrical cords and air hoses. 

hoseslide.com/ 

Gift Ideas for Car Folks 
Just because the Thanksgiving turkey leftovers are still to warm to put in the fridge shouldn’t stop you 

from thinking about a Christmas list!  Here are some ideas that car minded folks might really enjoy.   

carcapsule.com/showcase
magiccreeper.com/
http://v8rings.com
etsy.com/listing/179136129/car-speedometer-cuff-links-classic-car?source=aw&awc=6220_1480521327_9941dd8d87e74ff58d3f1026c310b219&utm_source=affiliate_window&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=us_location_buyer&utm_content=78888
http://www.hoseslide.com/
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 Are Women Buying Into the Collector Car Hobby? 

T H U N D E R B I R D  F L Y E R  

Asked to se-

lect the vehi-

cles that had 

increased the 

most in value 

in the past 

year, women 

did better 

than men  

M 
ore women than ever join the classic car mar-
ket,” the headline on the news release report-
ed. “Numbers grow by 40 percent in the last 
two years.” 

Forty percent growth in two years? How did we miss this 
surge? 

Well, it turns out we did not. 

The news release was from Footman James, a British 
collector car insurance broker, which reported that its 
data indicate that 11 percent of classic car owners are 
women, and that this figure has increased by 40 percent 
in the past two years. 

While 40 percent growth is significant — climbing from 8 
to 11 percent in just two years, it remains just the tip of 
the classic car iceberg. 

Is the same thing happening on this side of the pond, we 
wondered? We inquired of Hagerty, the American-based 
and world’s largest insurer of collector cars, and asked 
what its data might show. 

Hagerty says that 8 to 9 percent of its policyholders are 
women, and that percentage has been and remains 
steady; no 40 percent growth rate here. Hagerty noted, 
however, that the 8 to 9 percent figure applies only to 
vehicles owned solely by a woman and does not include 
the many vehicles for which a husband and wife are 
listed as co-owners. 

So why are British women buying classic cars? As part 
of its study, Footman James surveyed more than 1,000 
British women and more than 900 men. Among women, 
26 percent said they would consider purchasing a col-
lector vehicle. 

Footman Jones also reported that while more British 
women are buying collector cars, the average age of 
those women is falling and now stands at 52. 

Oh, and those women are well-attuned to the current 
marketplace, the report added. Asked to select the vehi-
cles that had increased the most in value in the past 
year, women did better than men in the Footman Jones 
survey. 

“Nowadays the classic car market is no longer 
an old boys club” Liam Lloyd of Footman James 
was quoted in the news release. “The popularity 
of mainstream media has introduced a whole 
new array of people to the world of classics, 
reflected in the rising interest from female buy-
ers across the country. 

“However for any buyer, regardless of age or 
gender, it’s important to keep a few top tips in 
mind. Look to buy the best, seek expert advice, 
don’t be afraid to ask questions and monitor the 
market. Also, while it’s natural to focus on po-
tential increases in value – it’s just as important 
to make sure it’s a car you actually like. After all 

there’s a reason it’s often called a passion pur-
chase. 

A former daily newspaper sports editor, 
Larry Edsall spent a dozen years as an 
editor at AutoWeek magazine before mak-
ing the transition to writing for the Web 
and becoming the author of more than 15 
books. In addition to being Editorial Direc-
tor at ClassicCars.com, Larry has written 
for The New York Times, writes a weekly 
automotive feature for The Detroit 
News and is an adjunct honors professor 
at the Walter Cronkite School of Journal-
ism and Mass Communication at Arizona 
State University. 

This article appeared on Classiccar.com 
website  November 16th, 2016 and has 
been reprinted with permission.  View the 
original article here.   

https://news.classiccars.com/are-women
-buying-into-collector-car-hobby/ 

Of the more than 200 cars at Pebble Beach in August, four were entered as being solely owned by a woman 

 Larry Edsall photo 

https://news.classiccars.com/are-women-buying-into-collector-car-hobby/
https://news.classiccars.com/are-women-buying-into-collector-car-hobby/
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S 
ummer gives us great weather to enjoy our Thunderbirds.  With blue skies above, little thought is given to those wind-

shield wipers right in front of the driver.  Well, maybe some thought when the bright sun reflects off those shiny wiper 

arms!  But now that winter has 

rolled around, maybe you have had 

a chance or two to actually use those wipers.  

Now you notice that there is a tendency for 

the wipers to move ever so slightly.  Or 

worse yet, after using them they wont’ stop.  

Not to worry, the fix for that is not too difficult. 

The first couple of generations of Thunder-

birds used vacuum assisted wipers.  Alt-

hough they did wipe the windshield they 

would lose effectiveness any time the engine 

lowered the supply of vacuum or stopped.  

With an idling engine the wipers barely crept 

across the windshield.  Ford replaced the 

vacuum wiper motor with a hydraulic one using pressurized fluid coming off the power steering pump.  Although better, it could 

still have its problems like that described at the beginning of the 

article. 

The probable cause of the undesired movement of the wipers is the 

cable that runs from the control lever to in the cabin to a lever on the 

wiper motor has backed off slightly.   This allows a plunger that con-

trols the amount of hydraulic fluid that flows through the wiper motor 

to open slightly, moving the wipers when you don’t want them to. 

The wiper 

motor is ac-

cessed by 

removing the 

wipers, bez-

els, cowl and 

wiper cover 

plate.  This 

will allow 

access to the 

previously mentioned cable.     

1. Loosen retaining screw (2) and washer on windshield wiper 

motor. 

2. Insert control cable into slot and hook on control lever (3). 

3. Force control lever to extreme position and maintain that posi-

tion as shown by arrow B 

4. With Control lever in position B, force control cable housing (1) 

in the direction of arrow A until a positive stop is felt. 

5. Release control cable housing, hold control lever in position 

and tighten screw. 

Test your repair by starting the engine and observing if the wipers 

are motionless with the control lever set in the off position and in-

creasing movement as the lever is pulled out.  If it works correctly 

replace all the items removed in the reverse order.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

The design of a standard wrench works well.  Just 
enough room to slide over the bolt head or nut but 
not too much room to allow 
the wrench to slip around them 
either.  This slight oversize can 
create a problem when though 
since there is nothing to pre-
vent the nut from coming out 
from between the jaws of the 
wrench. The slightest force will push the nut out of 

the wrench.  

The solution for this is 
quite simple;  place a 
small piece of paper tow-
el between the wrench 
and the nut! 

Now the nut will jam in 
the jaws of the wrench 
but only with enough 
force to not allow it to 
slip out of the wrench.  
Once tightened, the 
wrench can be pulled 
away and the paper tow-
el will fall  free.   Even if 

it is trapped inside a confined area of the car, the 
paper towel will eventually disintegrate.  

 Hydraulic Wiper Adjustment 

1 2 

3 

A 

B 

Photos courtesy of Jim Osborne Manuals 
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NWVTC Meeting Minutes 
Attendance:  Tom Przedwojewski, Eric Johansson, Vicky Wimsatt, Matt Truax, Joe Engert, Steve 

Wimsatt, Mike Connor, Lyman Houk, Lyle Daugherty, Lowell Weiss, Lou Williams, Laura 

Donaca, Ken Hoffman 

 

Old Business:  A committee to explore if the club can host an International show for the VTCI in 

2018 was put together.  The committee consists of Tom, Matt Truax, Bob Peters, Joe 

Engert, Ken Hoffman and Mark Haworth.  They will meet by the end of November to work 

an initial plan to present to the membership.  

 Christmas party invites have been sent out with responses from 4 members.  Reminder 

that RSVP’s need to mailed to Ana by November 23rd.   

 

New Business:  No new business was discussed. 

There were several items that were opened for general discussion.  Tom asked for ideas for an article to 

be placed in the newsletter about Christmas gifts for car folks.  

  Another discussion started about what to do about gasoline sitting in vehicles that would-

n’t be operated over the winter.  

  Tom gave out information on a $100,000 garage makeover that Car & Driver magazine 

is conducting.  

 Matt said that Bird Nest needs to have all their stuff out of the old Dick Martin building by 

the end of the year.  They have too many motors and transmissions in the old building so 

if anyone is interested he will offer a “buy one, get one” deal.  You will have to pick up 

from downtown Portland. 

 Finally there was a suggestion that a visit to a frame straightening shop would be interest-

ing.  At least an article could be run informing folks what is involved with this operation. 

 

The meeting was adjourned around 8:10. 

 

 

Next Meeting:  No meeting for the month of December, have a happy Christmas and we’ll get back 

together in 2017!  

 

The NWVTC is a chapter club of both the International Thunderbird 
Club and the Vintage Thunderbird Club International.  Membership 
in one of the international clubs is highly recommended.  Both 
clubs provide a bi-monthly magazine full of material of interest to 
Thunderbird owners.  The website address can be found on the 
next page where you will find more information about each club. 



Calendar of Events 
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Club Meetings 
 

 January 17th (Tue)  Regular Club Meeting, Flying Pie Pizzeria, Portland, OR.  Time TBA 

 

 

VTCI Events 
http://vintagethunderbirdclub.net/events.htm 

 January 27th-29th (Fri-Sun)  The Classic Auto Show, Los Angeles, CA  

 

  ITC Events 
http://www.iintl-thunderbirdclub.com/index.html 

      January 27th-29th (Fri-Sun)  The Classic Auto Show, Los Angeles, CA  

 

Car Shows and Events 

     January 7th (Sat) Mild to Wild Automotive Swap Meet, Albany, OR 

  Further information at 541-990-8087 

      January 20th-21st (Sat- Sun) Winter Rod and Speed Show, Albany, OR 

  Further information at capracing.com/winter_shows.html 

 January 26th-29th (Fri-Sun) Portland International Auto Show, Portland, OR 

 Further information at portlandautoshow.com 

 January 29th (Sun) 41st Annual NWDRA Hi-Performance Automotive Swap Meet, Ridgefield, WA 

 Further information at nwdra.com 

 February 4th (Sat) Collector Car Auction, Salem, OR 

 Further information at petersencollectorars.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
These are not all the events in the area.  If I have missed any that you think the club members would like to know 
about send in the information and I’ll put it in the list!  If you attend an event snap a picture or two and write up 

something for the newsletter.  Each event has a certain flavor and we all like to find a fun and interesting event. 

 

http://vintagethunderbirdclub.net/events.htm
http://www.intl-tbirdclub.com/events.html


Passing Lane       fun and funny stuff from the road 

2016 Executive Board 

President                Tom Przedwojewski 

64skibird@gmail.com 

VP                           Eric Johansson 

                                ericlj66@gmail.com 

Secretary                   Open 

 

Treasurer             Vicky Wimsatt 

           

Web site/                Tom Przedwojewski 

Newsletter 

Find us on the web at 

www.nwtbirds.org 

 

The club Christmas Party will be the only time we meet in December. 

Have a very good holiday season and we’ll see everyone in 2017! 

 Club Meeting Times 

stitchnembroidery.com/index.html 

For your entire club apparel needs; hats, shirts, jackets or even back-

packs, go to Stitch-n-Embroidery.  Order on-line, over the phone or in 

person.  Delivery to the next club meeting is available. Tell them you 

want the NW Vintage Thunderbird Club logo! 

Yep, that time of year again 

January is the time to renew your membership with the Northwest 

Vintage Thunderbird Club.  You can do this through the club web-

site, by check or by credit card at Bird Nest.  Please do this by the 

end of January so we can update and distribute the 2017 Club Di-

rectory. 

It is also time to join or renew your membership with our parent or-

ganizations VTCI and ITC.   

Each club accepts dues through their websites or look for a renewal 

envelop in the Scoop or Script magazines.   

http://www.nwtbirds.org

